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A newly discovered manuscript detailing the exports 
of Claude Passavant, a Swiss émigré merchant, 
comprises the most extensive surviving collection of 
Devon cloth. These 2,475 samples, dyed in many 
colours and some figured, will be reproduced in a 
volume in which thirteen specialists analyse the local 
and wider contexts in sixteen chapters. Exeter was 
internationally renowned for the manufacture and 
trade in woollen cloth, the mainstay of the economy 
of the city and its hinterland. Until now the quality, 
range and vibrancy of its cloth were unknown.



 
1. Claude Passavant & Exeter 

1.1 Claude Passavant, Todd Gray    

1.2 The Exeter dispatch book: an analysis, Michael Nix  

1.3 Exeter in the 1760s, Todd Gray  

   

2. Cloth manufacture  

2.1 Exeter’s cloth merchants & industry in the 1760s, Todd Gray   

2.2 The Incorporation of Weavers, Fullers & Shearmen, Elly Babbedge 

2.3 Exeter’s fulling mills in the mid eighteenth century, Martin Watts 

2.4 The archaeology of the cloth industry in Exeter, John Allan 

2.5 Cloth dyes & dyeing in the eighteenth century, Jenny Balfour Paul 

       and Isabella Whitworth   

2.6 An outline history of the Exeter dyers, A. G. Collings 

2.7 Exeter lead cloth merchants’ seals – a provisional listing, Peter  

       Maunder and Michael A. Patrick 

2.8 Tillet blocks, Michael A. Patrick  

   

3. Cloth 

3.1 Tiverton’s woollen cloth trade in the 1760s, Peter Maunder 

3.2 Sandfords, Sarah Nuthall 

 

4. Pattern Books 

4.1Westcountry pattern books, Anita Travers 

4.2 Norwich pattern books, pattern cards and patterns, Michael Nix 

4.3 Folding pattern cards: marketing Lancashire fustians in the  

       1780s, Philip A. Sykas  



The volume is included in membership of the Society for 2020. It will be 

published in the autumn and available with membership at £16.50 or after 

publication at £30. To join and receive this volume on publication, please 

complete below and send with a cheque made payable for £16.50 to the Devon & 

Cornwall Record Society by 1 October 2020 to DCRS, Devon Heritage Centre, 

Great Moor House, Bittern Rd, Sowton, Exeter EX2 7NL  
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